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Greetings, 
 
I would like to thank the Greater Columbia Chapter, other alumni and supporters for all their 
support over the last year and for all their hard work involved in making this 2008 Gala a 
success.   
 
We have another challenging year ahead of us that will culminate in July with the 2009 
SCSUNAA convention in Columbia.  We will need the support of all alumni and the community 
to make the convention a success. The GCCSCSU has gone through many changes over the 
years and have had membership levels as high as 215 members during the 2003/2004 year and 
210 members for the 2004/2005 year.  We need your help to exceed those levels, to go forward.  
And, I look forward to seeing each of you there.  
 
We continue to focus on supporting the University through contributions to the SCSU National 
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund and awarding annual scholarships from the Greater 
Columbia Chapter.  We have sponsored several “High School Night” college career and 
recruitment events held at local Columbia high schools and that included representation from the 
institution. Our highly successful bus trips to Youth Day during Football season have exposed 
youth from the Greater Columbia area to the college environment and SCSU.  Since 2003, the 
chapter has also leveraged the latest technology with a website at www.capitalcitybulldogs.com. 
The website has helped not only to keep alumni informed of institutional advancements, 
activities and alumni affairs but also helped to promote activities of campus departments and 
programs, e.g. Admissions, Scholarships and Recruitment,  Marching Band, Henderson-Davis 
Players, Student Government Association, WSSB Radio Station, Summer Camps, and so forth.  
Additional Web links direct alumni and supporters to websites of particular interests. And, a 
recent online payment upgrade to the website has allowed us to connect to our alumni and 
supporters in a new and exciting way.   
 
Those of you that are here tonight truly exemplify the theme of “In the heart”, and you make the 
volunteer work of helping our community and alma mater worth the effort. It is a pleasure to 
serve as your Chapter president, and I look forward to working with you on our next endeavor.      
 
Mr. Frederick Wilson ‘86, President 
 
Chapter Officers:  
Mr. Fred Wilson ‘86, President   
Ms. Pamela Alford ‘81, Recording Secretary 
Ms. Carolyn H. Brown ‘54, Corresponding Secretary 
Ms. Alarice Robinson ‘74 Treasurer 
Mr. Rodney Jenkins ‘73 Parliamentarian 
Mr. Tim Evan ‘52, Chaplain  

www.capitalcitybulldogs.com 
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SCSU Alumni have a strong presence working in the heart of their communities -
those areas that sustain their communities (schools, colleges & universities, 
military, business, science, public service, arts & entertainment, administration, 
social service, law, and so forth.) Our committed and prospective sponsors also 
play major roles in the heart of those same communities and can be linked to 
community well-being: State Farm Insurance (“Like a good neighbor …” and "The 
50 Million Pound Challenge"), Blue Cross Blue Shield SC ("Volunteerism"), and 
many others. Together, Alumni and Sponsors will secure the success of this Gala 
and ongoing initiatives of the Chapter and SCSU!  
 
So, it would be most fitting for this Gala that our sponsors be included in this event 
in messages reflecting the theme “…in the heart!” We greatly appreciate their 
support in the heart of our communities and in the heart of South Carolina State 
University. This is the message the Gala Committee would like to express to every 
sponsor participating in the Garnet & Blue Gala. 
 
And, it would be most fitting for this Gala that our Alumni and friends participate 
in great numbers from across the Midlands of South Carolina and even the 
Southeast. Know that the Gala, occurring just before Valentine’s Day and 
emphasizing the Chapter’s commitment to SCSU and communities, is to be a 
wonderful celebration in the most festive and cherished manner! This is the 
message the Gala Committee would like to express for the evening. 
 
 Enjoy! You are in our hearts!  
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Mr. Roger Leaks ‘63, Chair, Sales & Distribution, Media Relations 
Mr. Rudy Cunningham ‘78 Vice-Chair, Sales & Distribution, Media Relations 
Ms. Crissandra Elliott ‘76, Financial Secretary, Music, Mailings 
Ms. Jacquelyn Cunningham ‘80, Website, Online Sales, Souvenir Booklet  
Ms. Jonaé Hodges ‘99, Sales & Distribution, Mailings 
Ms.  Wanda Beatty ‘75, Decorations  
Mr. Carl Grant ’82, Mr. Johnny Bland ‘03 
Pastor Sam Goodwin ’65, Ms. Sheri Thompson, Ms. Rhoda Simmons 
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NEIGHBORS ADMIRE YOUR NEW RIDE.  
GOOD NEIGHBORS HELP YOU PROTECT IT. 
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We all feel the same 
commitment to care for our 
families. As your good 
neighbor agent, I can help you 
meet your insurance needs. 
Call me today. 

 
Class of 1978 
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Providing insurance and financial services 

statefarm.com® 
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois 
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Building communities… Building relationships 

A full-service bank  

Coming soon! Now you have another choice. 
New location  

1475 Amelia Street, Orangeburg, South 
Carolina 29115 

For more information please call 

866-696-5577 
Meet… Mr. Cecil Hannibal, City Executive & Branch manager 
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Car insurance with 

PERSONAL 
SERVICE. 

 
James Tanner, Agent 
110 Forum Drive, Suite 9 
Columbia, SC 29229-7950 
Bus: 803-865-7800 Fax: 803-865-8770 
James.tanner.jdt9@statefarm.com 

Class of 1993 

No extra charge. 
At State Farm® you get a competitive rate 
and an agent dedicated to helping you get the 
coverage that’s right for you and the 
discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care of 
you like State Farm. Contact me. I’ll prove it.
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