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We commend the Greater Columbia Chapter’s Garnet & Blue Gala Committee for its 
hard work in making our 2nd Annual event a marvelous success!  But, we will not rest on 
our laurels! We have a challenging year ahead that will culminate with the 20th Annual 
South Carolina State University National Alumni Convention, here, in Columbia, South 
Carolina, July 30 - August 2, 2009.  We will need the entire community to make our 
convention a memorable one.  Commit now to participate!                    
 
GCC membership has increased, but we still want your help to achieve our goals. If you 
are not an active member, please join today!  Our website (listed below) is certified for 
secured online payments. It promotes Chapter and SCSU activities, allows the posting of 
valuable information and connects us to a wider audience than ever before!  Be sure to 
visit it soon. Moreover, the Garnet & Blue Gala is our primary fundraiser. Proceeds 
support the endeavors of the Greater Columbia Chapter, SC State University and 
SCSUNAA.  In 2008, we sponsored a bus trip to Youth Day and exposed approximately 
150 Columbia-area youth to the college environment and SCSU. Prior to football season 
we sponsored a Meet the Coaches event for the community, provided financial support to 
the National Alumni Association’s Scholarship Drive,  awarded GCC scholarships of 
$750 to two incoming SCSU freshmen, and will award two $1000 scholarships this year! 
Individually, many members continued to support the University through memberships, 
contributions and participation in the S.T.A.T.E. Club, Class Reunions, Alumni 
Weekend, the SCSU Scholarship Gala, Educational Endowments, Club 1000, SC State 
Day in the Legislature, cultural arts and business events, and more. The Columbia 
Chapter is also excited that one of its own has been elected to the SCSU Board of 
Trustees. Dr. Walter Tobin is already making his mark on this very important governance 
body of the institution. And, special GCC members such as Mrs. Carolyn H. Brown 
continue to do extraordinary things to directly support student activities on campus and 
beyond. It’s no wonder she is known as “Ma Brown”. Today’s Chapter continues to seek 
ways to achieve “Greater Good” throughout our communities. 
 
Therefore, your presence tonight demonstrates SCSU is in your hearts! We appreciate your 
commitment: We will continue to support the University through you and look forward to 
working with you on our next endeavor.      
 
In the heart, 
Greater Columbia Chapter of South Carolina State University National Alumni Association 
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                            Who will be the next movers and shakers? 

 

Miss Jada Rivers  
Hopkins, SC 
Parents:  John and Andrea Rivers 
Lower Richland High School ‘08 
 
Ms. Senior; Member of Color Guard; President of 
Gethsemane Baptist Youth Association; Most 
School Spirit Award 
 
Jada is an SCSU freshman in Business 
Administration. Her goal is to become an auditor 

and start her own firm. 

 
Mr. Michael Paul Columbia, SC 
Parents:  Mack and Elandres Paul 
Ridgeview High School ‘08 
 
Football and Wrestling Teams; Volunteer at 
Harvest Hope Food Bank and Homework Projects 
 
Michael is an SCSU freshman in Engineering with 
a minor in Business; His goal is to become an 
engineer with a major automobile facility. Both of 
his parents are SCSU graduates.  
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Barbara Roach, Chair, GCC Scholarship Committee 
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What does it take to be the first member of your family to attend college?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Day 2003! 
 
Today, more young people are excited about coming to SCSU. In 2003, GCC sponsored 
approximately 50 youths to Youth Day. In 2008, we sponsored a bus trip to Youth Day to expose 
approximately 150 youths from the Columbia area to the college environment and SCSU.  
 
Mr. Goler Collins ’96, Chair, Greater Columbia Chapter Student Recruitment Committee 
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“South Carolina State 
University National 
Alumni Association 
will be recognized by 
the University, 
Federal and State 
Legislature, alumni, 
supporters and 
students as an 
effective advocate and committed supporter of the University. “ 
SCSUNAA Vision Statement 

 
The Greater Columbia Chapter of 
SCSUNAA will host the 20th Annual 
National Alumni Convention in 
Columbia, SC  July 30 - August 2, 
2009 under the theme "Giving Back 
to SCSU is Not Just Our 
Responsibility; it is Our Obligation". 
Come prepared to make your 
contributions to our Alma Mater and 
have an enjoyable experience!   
 

The Greater Columbia Chapter’s 
Kick-off Event will be held on Friday, 
July 31, 2009 under the theme       
“ We Let the Dogs Out”.   It promises 

to be a fun-filled evening for 
everyone!  There will be a Bulldog 
Fashion Show, and Head Football 
Coach Buddy Pough and Former 
Coach Willie Jeffries will be on hand 
to share their prognostications for the 
2009 season.  Then, we’ll party the 
night away to our favorite tunes… 
from the oldies (but, goodies!) to the 
latest hits. Mark your calendar now 
and come dressed to impress in your 
favorite Bulldog attire! We want to 
see you “in the house”!

 
Ms. Loretta Taylor and Dr. Larry Watson, Co-Chairs, National Convention Committee 
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Family is why 
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We all feel the same 
commitment to care for our 
families. As your good 
neighbor agent, I can help you 
meet your insurance needs. 
Call me today. 
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Providing insurance and financial services 

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois 
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NEIGHBORS ADMIRE YOUR NEW RIDE.  
GOOD NEIGHBORS HELP YOU PROTECT IT. 
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR�STATE FARM IS THERE. ® 
statefarm.com® ������ ��
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Car insurance with 

PERSONAL 
SERVICE. 

James Tanner, Agent 
110 Forum Drive, Suite 9 
Columbia, SC 29229-7950 
Bus: 803-865-7800 Fax: 803-865-8770 
James.tanner.jdt9@statefarm.com 

Class of 1993 

No extra charge. 
At State Farm® you get a 
competitive rate and an agent 
dedicated to helping you get the 
coverage that’s right for you 
and the discounts you deserve. 
Nobody takes care of you like 
State Farm. Contact me. I’ll 
prove it.
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Title of art work:  "Stepping Proudly" It 
is a pleasure for me to introduce to you 
my latest painting: "Stepping Proudly". 

This whimsical depiction of an SC 
State Grad proudly stepping out with a 
new state of mind. “Stepping Proudly” 

will be a delightful graduation gift. 
�
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Mr. Roger Leaks ’63, Co-Chair 

Mr. Rudy Cunningham ‘78 Co-Chair 
Sponsorships 

Ms. Crissandra Elliott ‘76 
Financial Secretary 

Ms. Tiffany Phillips ‘99, Alumni Relations 
Ms. Jacquelyn Cunningham ’80            

Online Services and Awards 
 

Ms. Jean Brown Pinkston ’80 
Public and Media Relations 

Ms. Wanda Beatty ’75 
 Decorations 

Mr. Walter Busby ‘86 
 Marketing 

Dr. Walter Tobin ‘64 
SCSU Board of Trustees

*��������*��������*��������*�������� ����*��������*��������*��������*��������� ���
Ms. Tiffany Phillips ‘99, Head  Ms. Joyce Grant ’73  Ms. Celeste Moore ‘85 

Ms. Audra Kimpson ‘89, Head  Ms. Loretta Taylor ’89  Ms. Jean Brown Pinkston ‘80 
Ms. Crissandra Elliott ’76  Ms. Wanda Beatty ’75  Mrs. Connie Epps ‘71 

Mr. Walter Busby ’86  Ms. Carolyn H. Brown ‘54����
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